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| ADVERTISEMENT. 


: Tur 1 of F hag 9 See Bs 
does not ariſe from any peculiar circum- = 
Aa ſtance that gave it birth, or from the ſolicita · = 
3 tions of thoſe who heard 1 it either the one. 
. nor the other would ſatisfy the author, though 0 
they might be thought to juſtify. the publica- : 
{ tion. But as there are reaſons to hope tht 
= pn. impreſſions have been made by the 8 
| preaching of it, the hope of ſome farther E 
good impreſſions attending the peruſal of it * 


; _ induced i its { publication. OS, 


3 5 Should any condemn the MET compaſs acid T2 
5 deſign of this diſcourſe, it will not much di. 
5 : courage me, becauſe I ſhall probably impute _—_ 
that to one or both of theſe cauſes—ignorance = 
or averſion, either with reſpect to the author 
or his principles. But if (allowing the deſign) I 
they find fault with the execution, I will be 5 
5 before-hand with them, by aſſuring them that 
I am not yet arrived at the infallible chair, 
but am ſenſible I have left room enough 8 
their corrections and improvements; beſides, 
I chooſe it ſhould appear in the ſame dreſs it 


py Wore when delivered without notes, 


A 2 | Now i 


"= 


x1. 


ADVERTISEMENT, 
Now if any ſhould addreſs me in the lun- 


guage of the elder brethren to the ſtripling 
of old—“ I know thy pride and the naughti- 
A nefs of thy heart, &c,” I hope he will not find 


me exulting in my own proweſs, but record- 


Das weilte W 
Ae * WA 6 


— K ͤͤů , — — — — 


ing the judgments and the mercies of God, 
= whoſe ſtrength alone I venture to encounter 
uMith every Philiſtinehumbly praying the God 

of ffracl, that ſome ftone from this fling maß 
fink deep not only into the head—but | into 7 = 
heart of ſome funk Wer mx 


Amos . 1 
PREPARE 70 MEET THY GOD, 
VV 


* Hs. a 8 the Prophet 
Amos, about 2500 years ago, gave 


has prope, and whom he had favoured and 


1 delivered in innumerable inſtances; but whoſe 


| goodneſs was as the morning cloud, and the 


] ET early dew, which quickly paſſerh away; whoſe | 


provocations and rebellions increaſed with 
G forbearance and long-ſuffering; and 


whoſe crying abominations were even com- 


to the Jews, who were God's pecuk 


1. menſurate with the patience of Jehovah ; and. 5 
therefore the Lord has heave them by e- 


prophets, and ſlain them by the words of his 


= mouth, declaring, « Shall I not viſit for theſe 22 
oF things? ſhall not my ſoul be mom s on en 1 


* 2 nation as this?” 

The continued orbellions and provecariimib 
of God's Ifrael, rendered it abſolutely neceſ- 
952 that the greet . and moral n of 


>» 


ke world ſhould vindicate his injured honour, | 
and reſent their contempt of his authority. 
This he had done at ſundry times, and in di- 
vers manners.——[frael was followed by a long = 
Wo ſucceſſion of afflictions, attended with chaſ- 
155 tiſements and exerciſed with judgments.- — 
And yet fo dreadfully depraved is man, that 
| = N all theſe were ine ffectual to Iſrael's converſion. 
| \- mnt the reſtraint of ſin; . and therefore the : 
mighty God determined no longer to bear the 
Inſults, of a rebellious people, be after hav- 
ing enumerated in the preceding verſes the 
dreadful calamities which their. continued pro- 
2 vocations had drawn down upon them, he de- | 
elares, © Therefore thus will I do unto thee, © }|_ 
3 irael : and becauſe I will do this unto os; a © 
e prepare to meet thy God, O Iſrael . 
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But notwithſtanding theſe words were > origi- 


15 Rog ſpoken to the Jews, or the nation of T7 
rael; yet I think it is evident that they are 8 
bog plicable to ſinners in general—to every mall. © 
that hears me this day. For, were the Jews -_ 
a people peculiarly favoured of the Lord, as 
| to them were committed the oracles of God? 
We are more, as we not only enjoy the 
: light of the Moſaic Oeconomy, but are fa- 
voured with the more glorious diſpenſation 
of the goſpel, Were they, notwithſtand- 


111 


ing their invaluable privileges, a rebellious 
| and  God-provoking people ? So are we. 
L Were they a finful nation, a people loaden 
with iniquity? So are we,—Were they a ſeed 
of evil-doers—children that are corrupters? So 
are we. Were they joined to their idols, ſtout- 
hearted and far from righteouſneſs? So are we. 
In ſhort, all the abominations that Iſrael _ 
were charged with, may juſtly be charged _ 
upon every one of us :—For we haye been 
| trranſgreſlors from the womb—We have ſinned 
EE. againſt God with 2 high hand, and af. e 
; ſtretched arm; we have diſregarded his threat- "80 
” nings, and deſpiſed his promiſes; our actions, 
PL our words, nay our inward thoughts have been 8 
very wickedneſs; and while in a ſtate of na 
ture, all the imaginations of our hearts have _ - 
been only evil, and that continually; and -- 
| therefore he that hath an ear to hear, let him 
| hear what the prophet (commiſſioned by the 
SGod of heaven) declares—and this is his lan- 
guage to every rebellious ſinner, to every baſe 
backſlider to whom theſe lively oracles are 
5 ſent, Prepare to meet thy God, O ſinner! 
ET 'In diſcourſing from theſe awful, theſe alarm 
| ing words, I propoſe, ae vine allilt⸗ | 


; ance, to conkider; RE. 
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| fiſts, and 
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* irſt, the challenge here given to the Hnner 


Meet thy God.“ From which will evidently 

| appear the neceſſity of preparing to meet him, | 

and conſequently the propriety of this call, 1 
Prepare to meet thy God.“ e 1 


Secondly, I ſhall attempt to thew you what | 


5 this call to prepare pre- ſuppoſes. 


n= Wherein 4 eee en- N 


Lea, Apply the whole, ; 9 


3 And I en pray, that e I: am OWE . 
. big" to your outward ears, the Spirit of Jeho- B 
vah may ſo apply it to every one of our hearts, . 
ttt from henceforth we mere ever be rp TS | 
5 to meet our God in mercy. | 7 


In the firſt place then, Jam a ths 


Pf challenge here given to the ſinner, „Meet thy _ 
_ G7” and let it be conſidered with reference | 
Ny oth '6 to > this work 0 to chat which 1s to = 


4 Meet thy God in he bes WY 
Some commentators are of opinion, ain 7 
. this text isadiſcovery of God's willingneſs to be 
reconciled to returning ſinners, as if it hadbeen 
ſaid, Come ye backſliding children, turn to tho 
8 Lord your! God; he! is ready to receive you, not- 
. . | _ withſtanding 2 


. 


1 


Sine your rebellion againſt him; ſtill 


the ſcepter of mercy is held out; ſtill God is 
willing to propoſe peace, and therefore ſiner 
7 the overture of mercy is once more made 
; thee, Prepare to meet thy God, O lfrael.” 
= But I think the generality of commentators 5 
confider this text as having rather the nature of 
” challenge than an invitation, or even an ad- 
monition; and I am inclined to view it in 
that light, more eſpecially conſidering the pur- 
| port of the preceding verſes, which contain a 
3 ſummary of the various calamities which heir 
pProvocations had brought upon them; after 
. which the prophet may be ſuppoſed to con- 
| clude, that ſince neither threatnings nor pro 
miſes, neither judgments nor mercies, can pre- 
| yall to convince thee of thy rebellion, and re- 
duce thee to obedience; I challenge thee to ; 
' anſwer it to Jehovah ! and therefore W 5 
to meet thy God, O inner. Eo 
Hlowever we ſhall conſider it in \ both choth N 
. * and, firſt, Meet thy Godin his mercies; 
for notwithſtanding thou art a God-provok- 
ww © heaven-daring, hell-deferving finner, yet 
| God's arm is not ſhortned that it cannot fave, 
neither is his ear heavy that it cannot bear; 
no, he Waits to be gracious to ſinful man, for 
be has no pleaſure in the death of ſinners; but 
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9 had rather they ſhould turn and live: 0 chat 
the language of our hearts may be, Turn us, 
good Lord, and fo ſhall we be turned; hear the 

conſtraining language of that God, whoſe heart 

is full of love, yea overflows wat pity: and . 

15 compaſſion to ſinners. FT 

L even I am he that l out b ini- b 

( aquities for my name's ſake, and I will not 

remember thy ſins.— Look unto me and be 

K ye ſaved, all the ends of the earth; for! 

9985 0 am God and there is none elſe Come now _ 
N let us reaſon to gether, ſaith the Lord: though 

your ſins be as ſcarlet, they ſhall be as now,. 

an though they be like crimſon, they ſhall 

| + be as wool, Ho] every one that thirſteth ! . 

come ye to the waters; and he that hath 

% no money, come FE; . buy, and eat; yea, 5 5 | 
come, buy wine and milk without money, 
4+ and without price. Wherefore do ye ſpend | 
« money for that which is not bread? ang 
E your labour for that which ſatisfieth not? FF 
b hearken diligently unto me, and eat ye that 
& which is good, and let your ſoul delight itſelf 
V in fatneſs. Incline your ear and come un- 
to me, hear and your foul ſhall live; and 7 
vill make an everlaſting covenant with you, 
even the ſure mercies of David. O * . 
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"8 filmy. Jeruſalem; ; thou that killeſt the. 
* prophets, and ſtoneſt them that were ſent 
„ thee how often would I have gathered 
| © thee as a hen gathereth her chickens under 
her wings; rs ye would not? Turn ye; 
turn ye; why will ye die, O houſe of Iſrael? 
Come unto me, all ye that labour and are 
heavy laden; and 1 will give you reſt. He 
«that cometh unto me, I will in no wiſe caſt 
out. The Spirit and the bride ſay, Come: 
and let him that heareth lay, Come and let : 
c him that is a-thirſt, come: and whoſoever 5 
Will, let him take the water of life „ 
I) his book of God is fo full of great and pre- N 
cious promiſes, that it evidently beſpeaks i its di- W 
vine author to be the father of mercies, a God — _ 3 
| flow to anger, abundant in mercy. and com- 5 
paſſion, pardoning iniquity, tranſgreſſion and 
ſin. It evidently ſhews the compaſſion of his -- 
heart to be equal to the power of his hand, 
And hence the beloved diſciple (who had the 1 
| honour to lean upon his maſter's boſom, and 1 
| was favoured with ſuch peculiar communica- 
tions that he imbibed much of the ſpirit of the 
meek and lovely Jeſus) ſpeaks of a God in 
| Chriſt with ſuch a holy familiarity ; and not- 
withſtanding he knew well the glorious names 
. e 1 
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„ * s 1 To” 
| of wiſdom, power, juſtice, and holineſs, which 
mere que to his great maſter ; yet he leaves thoſe 
| for adoring Seraphs to bear upon their tongues | 
-a more endearing theme ſwallows up his 
pole attention, while he ſeems to forget theſe, 
or ſweetly loſes them in love; God is love.” 
\F Is he ſo— Is he ſo? —then let poor ſen- 
l fible ſinners turn unto him: Let thewicket 
ll © forfakehis way, and the unrighteous man his 
ll © thoughts; and turn unto the Lord, and he 
=. « wilt have mercy on him; to a God of love 8 
and he will abundantly pagan” 1 
- "2dly;, But meet God in his judgments ; for _ 
= this ſeems evidently to be the main intention 
ll of the text; and to this therefore I would chief. —— 
BJ * confine myſelf, E „ 
Vioarious and numerous are the W of . 
an God which are poured upon the impenitent fin- - 
mer in the preſent world; for the tranſgreſſor, = 
=. whatever age, ſtation, or denomination he Ws, 
5 be, is under the curſe and expoſed every mo- WW 
i ment to the indignation of Jehovah. : 
Hear what theſe lively oracles declare con- N 
N ” cerning the rebellious and difobedient. -Deur. i 
 xexviti.16:&c: Curſed ſhalt thou be in the city, 
© and curſed ſhalr thou be in the field. Curſed 
hall be thy baſket and thy ſtore. Curſed ſhall | 
= be che fr ui of thy — and che fruit of thy 
— « land, | 
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wa ſheep. Curſed ſhalt thou be when thon 
s comes in, and curſedſhalt thow be whein has 


tor 


=. land, the increaſe of thy kine, and the flocks 


< goeſt out, &c. &c. AE 
And let the Chriſtleſs 8 5 7 


chat univerſal nature is at war with him; and 
mall execute the vengeance of an incenſed God 
upon him one way or another: for, though 
God cauſes his ſun to ſhine on the evil and on 

| the good, and his rain to fall on the juſt and on 
the unjuſt: yet he certainly can, and ' 
| quently does, make a. viſible diſtinction bes 5 
tween \ the righteous and the wicked, even in 5 


5 bb 1 5 holds the winds in 1 FI er] | 


| whoſe ſovereign rod, the raging _ tempeſts, 


; | the conflicting ſkies, and warring elements ob- | 


3 ſequiouſly obey ; can give commiſſion to I 


; Aſcending ſtorms and rapid whirlwinds to ſweep | £4 
away thy unſanctified poſſeſſions, and blaſt thee 


d with a thouſand ſharp calamities.— He can 
| command the relentleſs flames to leize thy has 


: bitation, and bury thee beneath i its ruins, He 


can commiſſion the deftroying angel, to tear 4 
from thy unhallowed boſom every unſantlified # 


8 poſſeſſion that twines about thy heart, and 


ares ſo largely in thy affections. He can 
blaſt all the bloom of pleaſure; of mental, fo. 


© ORE LO 


12 1 


; cial, and domeſtic 7 comfart, and leave thy $4 


| withering joys to preach thy baſe impenitence | 


| SF OCs diſpleaſure to all around thee. 
Ney more — pains, toils, anxieties, diſeaſe 


[ — and death, are all the baleful conſequence =: a 
ſin: And the diſpleaſure of almighty God. 


gives a bitterneſs, a ſting, toevery one of theſe, A 


whenthey come as the ill-boding harbingers of i 
more complicated miſery; at once to proclaim 


Z the Ty, and ſcourge the putrid pride of 


== man And where is the ſinner that has not felt 


this wath i ? that has not groaned beneath. the 


We” weight of ſome of thoſe calamities? 


Does thy unhumbled heart. ſtill riſe in FR 5 
unnatural rebellion againſt thy God, thy righ- 


ceous Lord and Sovereign? Know, then, thou 


art an enemy to him; and art thou able to 


| contend with him who made thee, and who 
can cruſh thee before the moth ? with him 
| whd made the univerſe, and WhO by his 


almighty fat, can daſh it into atoms, 


into its original nothing Know, ſinner, 5 
| whoſoever thou art, that God has plagues, peſ- 


tilence and famine; and a thouſand other en. 


 gines of deſtruction, which he will ſcatter with 5 


an ireful hand on his declared enemies; the 


language of whoſe conduct is—who is the 


Land, that I ſhould fear him 7 1 will not hae 


185 


; this man—this God-man Chriſt Jeſus to 


reign over me. — Againſt ſuch the ſword of 
{ Juſtice flames with refifold indignation ! And 
WF. ſuch theſe words with more than uſual ener- . 


BY are ſent—< Prepare to meet thy God.” 25 


Had man continued in obedience to his 


E Lord and Sovereign, he would then have re- 


_ tained his primeval dignity and glory, and the 
world itſelf would ſtill have been an Eden 
Br. paradiſe. Bur, alas, cc by one man ſin entered 
1 into the world, and death by ſin.” Hence, 
; = afflictions and diſtreſſes are now become the 
= : conſtant attendants of the miſerable inhabitants 3 
EY a diſordered world. Ves, ſin has made the 


a world an Aceldama, a field of blood. 


Have you forgotten — can you ever r for- 1 
5 get! om that ſome of the neighbouring nations, 
within theſe few years, have been almoſt filled 5 


with groaning hoſpitals and bleeding armies ? ? 


Lou who are the ungrateful poſſeſſors of eaſe, 1 
of health, of proſperity and plenty for once 
give me leave to divert your attention from its 
uſual channel to the ſevere ſufferings of thou- 
ſands (and numbers of our own countrymen - 
| too) in various parts of the world, ſo lately ex- 
DG poſed to all the ravages of war: What a me- 
lancholy aſpect do they bear! ſhall we view 
| the Plains of Germany, reek with human _ 
9 c 2 : BYRD auth. 
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FF a Þ 
mich chriſtian—with proteſtant blood MRalk 
ue hear the diſmal groans of expiring mortals, 
who bitterly experience what the prophet de- 
clares, that every battle of the warrior is with 
I confuſed noiſe,andgarments rolled in blood?” = 


” ; Shall we view the waſte and deſolate country, . . 
- only diveſted of its riches and ornaments, | 
but robbed of many of the comforts and ne- 


ceſſaries of life, and even of numbers of its 1 
moſt uſeful inhabitants! Can we fee every. — 


| face gather blackneſs and meagre famine ſhake = 
haus iron ſceptre over the barren country and. 


| pale inhabitants Can we ſee h 


|  thers—brothers and ſons, torn from the weak. 


and ineffectual embraces. of their families. . 
- their friends—their relatives? I lay, ar 
| agination preſent us with ſuch. a ſcene as this, 


real not. imaginary, to thouſands; and mall we | 
not drop a tear and ſay, O righteous | father —- 


O almighty creator —Hhat havock does fin. 
5 (that. many- e eee male . 


ee ee 2} 

= a perhaps you. 5 I are. > 1 as "ws 5 

d have heard of theſe things by the hearing of 

deute car perhaps none of us have had ocular 


demonſtration of them. Happy England!“ 
War, peſtilence and famine are far from thy 
gates. How can we ſufficiently adore the di- 


= 15 vine e providence for its meſtimable favours, 1 
| 9 + bor RS 


33. 5 8 
1 * OF * a guilty 1 ange- N 

ful people! Well: 
But ſuppoſe none oy: 2 In ſhould : 
overtake the ſinner; yet there are numbers 


more in reſerve; for were I like Paul to conti- | 


i nue my ſpeech till midnight, —nay were I to 


i count till doomſday the judgments of God up- 
on the wicked, I ſhould fall infinitely ſhort of 
the amount, and mult leave a thouſand black. 
et ceteras behind: for however the wheels of 


| providenceſhall effectuate God's righteousplea= WW 


ſure, in cauſing light to ariſe in obſcurity. to 


8 his own people who love and ſerve him; yet b 


EE : his righteous judgments ſhall alſo be accom- 


1 pliſned upon thoſe who are enemies to God in 


their minds and by wicked works—for While 1 


3 the ſinner is not turned away from his ſins, 


1 God's anger is not turned away, but his hand 66 . 
ſtretched out ſtill: Nor can the impenitent ſinner 
eſcape the judgments of God; for, Jehovan 140 


has declared, Amos ix. 14. 6c He thatfleeth of 5 


chem ſhall not flee away; and he that eſcapeti ng 
Vof them ſhall not be delivered. Though the if 
N ; : « dig into hell, thence ſhall mine hand take them; e = 
e though they climb up to heaven, thence wilk 


I bring them down: And though they hide 
e themſelves in the top of Carmel, I will ſearch, 
15 and take them out thence; and though they: 
WM *bel hid from enylight | in the — of the ſea, 
_ hence 5 
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* thence will I command the ſerpent, and he 

*ſhall bite them: and though they go into cap - 

« tivity beforę theirenemies, thence will I com- 
0 mand the ſword, and it ſhall ſlay them: and I 


vill ſet mine . 3 them for evil, man not 8 


*. for good.” 


But it were ell fo mY 5 if th 108 3 


ments of God were only to attend him in the 
preſent world.—If the puniſhment of his ini: 
quity ſhould only be commenſurate with the ſhort - 
duration of the preſent tranſitory life. And 
ttis brings me to another particular under this 
general head, e Meet wwe tf God in the 3 
N world en, . 
Hl ſoon the oriſly tyrant cath; may Hier — © 
che lit againſt thee, O ſinner, and come upon 1 
thee like an armed man, thou canſt not tell; 
and remember there is no diſcharge in that 
war; It is appointed unto all men once to 
4 die; and after death to judgment.“ There 
5 thou malt meet thy God, — not thy ſmiling = 
| _ ther,—but thy frowning judge]! For the time 
is at hand, when the Lord Jeſus ſhall be re- 
| vealed from heaven, to take vengeance _ -- 
| them that knownotGod, and obey not the goſ- 
pel of his dear Son! When he ſhall come in his 
own glory and in the glory of his Father, at- 
_ tended by millions of bright angels, ſhining in 


at. 


[ws] = 
all che pomp and e of his bug kom, WY 
the voice of angels, archangels, cherubim and 
7 ſeraphim, and a noiſe of all the heavenly hoſts ; 
53 and the ſound. of the trump of God; and when 
every eye ſhall ſee him; when they who pierc- 
| ed his hands and his feet ſhall behold his ma-. 
jeſty, his terror, and his glory; and when the Wt 
whole earth and ſea ſhall be broken in pieces, — 
and thrown into confuſion, and the great judge 
wall deſcend in clouds prepared with the moſt 
fliery and terrible aſpect! When the ſun ſhall 
: be darkened, and become black as fackcloth _ 5 
of hair! When the moon ſhall be turned into 
3 blood! and all the ſparkling orbs ſhall totter | 
iin the troubled firmament, and fall from their - 
\ exalted ſpheres, as a fig-tree caſteth her un- 
EE: timely figs, when ſhe is ſhaken with a mighty 
R wind! When the carth ſhall roll to and fro, 
| and ſtagger like a drunken man! When the 
| Pillars of heaven ſhall be ſhaken, and the laſt 
trump. of God ſhall roll its thundering ſfum-. 
mons from pole to pole—ſhall awake and rear 
te lumbering atoms from the graves—ſtrike LE 
off the wheels of nature T. and bid the ans 5 
ling elements join the geacryl conflagration! 
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Still favour me with your attention, white 1 ; 


0 ak on to ſurvey the awful proceſs of the fi- 
nal judgment. Behold thouſands, yea, ten 


thouſand times ten thouſands, of all diſtinftions 


and denominations aſſembled before the tribu: - 
nal of God | © ſaw the dead, ſays John, mor EE 
V and great, ſtand before God!?! 


See the ſacred records opened, and every : 


. one judged by thoſe things that are written ; 
therein! Behold the ſheep on the right hand 
of Jeſus | They are they which came out of 
. great tribulation, and have waſhed their robes, 
and made them white in the blood of the 
Lamb. See them ready to be put in full poſ. 
ſeſſion of all that happineſs and glory, which . 
this delightful ſentence of approbation con- 
| _ tains: Come, ye bleſſed of my Father, in- . 
herit the kingdom prepared for 56. fran' 0 
E the foundation of the world.” —— -- 
But, ſinner, this delightful HI debian To 
| Not to thee—thou haſt neither part nor lot in this 5 
matter; and therefore a view of the opening 
1 glories, and ſwelling triumphs of the (once 
deſpiſed) followers of the Lamb, will only be 
an aggravation of thy miſery, will ſting thee 
more and more, and double thy diſtres, 


_ Behold thy companions in iniquity ! Win 


their e which once thou ſo highly va- 


led, 


T0 


lued, now 1 any alleviation: of thy = 
1 miſery, or divert the clamours of thy guilty | 
conſcience? Rather view them trembling and 


N ws ſpeechleſs at the bar of God | The horror of 


J conſcious guilt—the conſternation of helpleſs, | 

% hopeleſs miſery, fluſhes | in every face, and - 
1 flutters in every breaſt! 
5 — where ſhall 4 begin, or e ſhall 1 x 
: 1 when ſpeaking of God's righteous judg- | 
ments upon ſinners beyond the grave? What 
| characters are black enough to write the ſen- 
| tence of a condemned world? Every word 

| muſt be ſwelled with. ene, and big 

| with eternal horror! 
Hlowever, that 1 may not be 1 ; 
B 1 following mere conjectures, let us hear 
„ what, thoſe er oracles declare, Matt. xxv. 5 


3 pe” Then all he Sos as, unto. them. on es 
> left hand, Depart from me, ye curſed, into 
© everlaſting fire, prepared. for the devil and 1 
E his angels! - 2555 
What a dreadful 1 is 93 inner, 4 
_— not the very apprehenſion: of it make 
| thy blood ſtagnate? thy knees ſmite to- 
gether? and thy bones to ſhiver and ſhake 4 
Methinks, were the ſentence only,“ Depart 


e «+ from me, i would be inconceivably dreadful, 
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. 
2 negative hell, or privation of happineſs— 
= How gloomy and horrible the thought of be- 
ing baniſhed from the preſence of the Lord, 
and from the glory of his power—from thar 


preſence of glory which makes arch-angels | 


ſſmile which beautifies the inhabitants of the bh i 


celeſtial world, and attunes them to the moſt 
8 rapturous harmony; in ſhort, that preſence | 


which makes heaven itſelf heaven.—But this 


= is not all, «Depart from me, ye curſed; ” let the 


= curſe of God (of that God whom ye wilfully 1 
| diſhonoured and affronted, whoſe grace you ff 
deſpiſed and neglected) cruſh you down, down 


into the pit of burning wrath—into everlaſt- 7 


Z ing fire, into fire that ſhall never be quenched 


____—which the flaming juſtice of an incenſed 
| God has prepared for the devil and his angels. 


And are theſe things ſo ?—Muſt the ſinner = 


oo . meet with God, if unprepared ?—He ” 


 muſt=he muſt! O how highly neceſſary then 7 


for ſinners to prepare to meet him! Had I a 


tongue of iron—had I Jungs of braſs—had 1 


2 voice like thunder could 1 ſpeak ſo loud | 


that the living and the dead might hear—T 


would take up the prophet's language in my 


text, Iwould cry, e to meet may God,” 
Oo inner. e „ 


el. $3; 


3 _ orig nt 5 Proceed 


1 19 1 


Proceed we now to the Second thing pro- | 
poſed, which was to ſhew you, Int this call 


to prepare preſuppoſes, _ 


And I think it kk 8 in ns 
es firſt place, that ſinners are unprepared o 
meet God—and ſuch is really the caſe; unre- 
Conciled, unregenerate ſinners are unprepared 
do meet God in his judgments. 1. Becauſe 
they cannot contend with him they are not " 
match for Jehovah.—They have not ſtrength 7 
to reſiſt the power of his arm—nor can they 
endure the terrors of his wrath—for have mn 
: an arm like God's ? or can they thunder with 
2 voice like his? Is their fleſh of iron? Are 
| their bones of braſs Have they wiſdom to 1 
5 counter. cheme him, or thwart his meaſures? 
odr to prevent the execution of them? Rather, 
5 not their wiſdom, folly | ? their power, weak- 
neſs? And all their boaſted ability, like their 
5 boaſted e mere . Thadow F008. 


_ chimera? 


„Sead Slows are „ to meet 
3 God, becauſe they have no offering to bring 
whereby to appeaſe offended juſtice, and turn 
away the anger of Jehovah ; for the offering of 
rams and of he- goats will by no means anſwer 
the purpoſe of reconciling an offended Gad. 
Hie will take no bullock out of thy houſe, nor 
4 1 he- goats 
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| be oss 0 out & thy folds; for every beaſt of 

| the foreſt is his, and the cattle upon a thou- 

ſand hills Thy ſincereſt ſervice thy warmeſt 
affetion—thy moſt chearful obedience are his; * 

and fo far from being meritorious, that were = 

they found moſt conſiſtent with the purity and 
ſpirituality of the divine law, they would ſtill 
be but thy reaſonable ſervice,” and t thou but : 
hey unprofitable ſervant, S 


But even this is not the caſe with unrecon- 


ciled ſinners; . for they are guilty and abomi- : 
mable in the ſight of God, nor have they any 
atonement to make—any lin- offering to bring, = 
--- WM Lebanon i is not ſufficient for a burnt-offer- 
ing; nor Arabia e and all her 11 79 
mountains in a flame! *. TY . 


Thirdly, This call Peppe, the great im- ; 


5 portance of preparing to meet God. And 
this firſt, Becauſe of the great wo” of an 
Dy * ſtate. 


It is ſcarcely poſſible perhaps to deſcribe 99 


i N the dreadful danger that thoſe are in, who are 
5 unprepared to meet God Some have deſcrib- os 
cd their ſituation as repreſented by the unwary 
mariner, who ſleeping by the main-maſt-top, 5 
is not only left to mercileſs winds and waves — 
bot! far leſs ſecure than in the ſhattered _ : 


2. Night thought, 8 5 5 
being 


[I 1 1] 


breadth of death! 


The danger of the unprepared 1 * 
with no leſs propriety deſcribed, when he is 
| repreſented as hanging by the moſt attenuated 
thread-a thread infinitely more attenuated than 

the ſpider's web, which breaks at every breeze 
| and ready (when the Almighty, in juſt and 
holy indignation, withdraws his all- ſupporting 
hand) ready, I ſay, to drop into remedileſs = 


I deſtruction ! 


: Fourthly, It prefuppole the importance of 5 
5 preparing to meet God, becauſe by ſuch prepa= 
| ration only can we eſcape his indignation, and = 
Fo be ſecure of his favour. Not that any thing =_ 
we can do is more or leſs meritorious of theſe, | 
but only the appointed n means . W = 


E them. . 


Dios the hhuſpandman * n with in- 
1 4 and ſowing with a liberal hand, infal- _ 
| tbly ſecure a plentiful crop in the appointed 9 
ſeaſon? Is it not rather the bleſſing of heaven 

that maketh rich? Is not the increaſe from 
bim, who cauſes his ſun to ſhine, to warm and 
renew a withered world-from him who gives 
the former and the latter rain, and the ap- 


pj weeks of the harveſt : ? Without theſe, 


what 25 


being every moment expoled to tedelve che 
fatal—the final re en vichin a | hair” $ = 
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: What can the buſbandman expect? Will not 
both his labours and liberality be ineffectual? 
And yet who is ſo ſtupid, as to conclude from 
hence, that it is unneceſſary for the huſband- 
man to plow and ſow his fields, in order that 
he may reap with joy a plentiful harveſt - 
Certainly none—Now ſpiritualize this conſi- 
deration, and learn hence that it is our duty in 
the uſe of means to be preparing to meet 
| God, at the ſame time remembering that the 
Spirit of God alone can render theſe means x 
a to that | FRE end. 5 


7 come now to the Third 3 — 5 


5 namely, to ſhew you wherein this ee | 
—_ conſiſts, or what i it implies. my Af 


It conſiſts, firſt, in a deep and hear: affected . 


5 ſenſe of our unprepared ſtate and condition, 8 
and of the danger and miſery of ſuch a ſtate. 
The whole, ſays our Lord, have no need = 
nn. phyſician, but only they that are Oy ; 


Ihe ſoul is never properly ſick, till it ſees the 


EY 55 and is wounded by the pungent 
terrors of the divine law Which when once un- 
derſtood, killeth—“ I was alive, faith the a- 
* poſtle Paul, without the law; but when the . 
commandment came ſin reviyed, and I died.” 


When 


1 23 . 
Wen the commandment” came in purity 7 


and power, fin, that hateful ſerpent, reared 
its ſnaky creſt, ſtung my conſcience with its 


| malignant poiſon, and I became a dead man- 1 


EE ! in the law dead in treſpaſſes and ſins. 


Thus it was with Paul, and thus it will be 


with every ſoul who is enlightened by the di- - 
vine Spirit to diſcern ſpiritual things; all ſuch 
will find themſelves poor and wretched, and 


|. muſerable, and blind, and naked; and not on- 


b * will their ſins be ſet 1 in battle aray before 55 Wi 
15 them, as they have been attended with many it 


= aggravating circumſtances, but it will appear : 


that all their rightcouſneſſes are bur filthy rags, | 


and that therefore they are abominable i in the DC ö fe 
ſight of God—it will appear that their hearts D 
are not only deceitful above all things, but 1 ky: 
deſperately wicked, and that therefore Gods © 5 


| angry with them every day- that they are 


{ ripening for the ſickle of the Almighty's ven- 1 
geance, and ſtaggering upon the very brink 1 
of inevitable ruin. And therefore it implics, >: _- 


 2dly, An earneſt ſolicitude to be delivery. 5 
5 from this ſtate and condition. 
When the great apoſtle felt the el 


5 - weight of a body of death—of ſin, like a fil- 


thy putrifying carcaſe, he was. immediately 
— Concerned to be — — Wann O vretched 


| tice brandiſhed over him—an 


4) 
i mail that 1 am, ſays he, ws ſhall deliver | 
& me from the body of this death.” *® 
When a poor ſenſible ſinner feels a load of * 
1 5 gail preſs hard upon him, the power of fit 
flights hard within him-a defiled conſcience- 
a darkened undetſtanding—a depraved will- 
vile affections. When he ſees the arrows of | 
| the Almighty fly round him—the ſword of juſ- 
—and the yawning Þ 
gulph of miſery beneath him.—In ſhort, when | 


: 5 he feels that he is carnally minded, carthly, 5 
- ſenſual,  deviliſh—and views God as a : conſurn- W 
© his heart will by _ ſhall deliver me? 


wretched man that I am—who ſhall deliver 
„mer“ I fly to the law, will that deliver me? 


No, it condemns me every word denounces 


vengeance againſt me. „ Curſed is every one 
[ that continueth not in all things that are ; 


ritten in the book of the law to do them.“ 


» Though I ds the apoſtle was not in an was - 


7 55 e ſtate when he poured out this paſſionate pods . 1 


pflaint— nor uttered this complaint concerning himſelf as 


5 conſidered in ſuch a ſtate, yet if a feeling ſenſe of re- 15 


maining corruption could extort ſuch a complaint, it can- 
not be ſuppoſed that the ſame ſenſe of reigning corruption 
would not produce the ſame effect in the conſcience effec- 

_ wallyenlightened; and therefore I cannot W that 7 8 
n = 


4 


Aly to my repentance and tears will they de⸗ 
| liver me? No; my very repentance needs to be 


repented of—and my tears waſhed from hypo- 


| crily and inſincerity. —1 fly to my reſolutions | : 
5 r amendment—will theſe deliver me? No, I 
| reſolve and re-reſolve, but at the approach of 
: the firſt temptation all my towering reſoluti; 3 
1 ons totter and tumble to the ground. Hav- 
ing tried every expedient, and found them, 
like Job's friends, miſerable comforters—I ” 
- begin to tremble for the event, but methinks 
| therei is one reſource more, I haſtily embrace it, 
it is this; God! is merciful, ſurely | this will de- 
; liver me! Ah know, God 18 juſt as well as — 
1 merciful, and cannot diſpenſe mercy at the ex- 
; pence of his juſtice. Alas, refuge fails!—=O _ 
| who ſhall deliver me? I ſee no way to eſcape; 
| black. deſpair ſits heavy on my heart—< O 
1 wretched man that 1 am -h ſhall deliver 3 
8 5 me?“ : 
Now this ſolicitude fo lf px 
BH from ſuch views of things, 1 take to be 4 
inconſiderable part of that change produced 5 
in the ſoul by the ſupernatural agency of the 
divine Spirit, when he comes to make all things So 
new—to turn us from darkneſs to light, and 
Prepare us to meet God, eſpecially if we con- 
ider it in connection with what follows, as tbe 
— GE 3d 
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3d Particular under this head, namely, a fight * 
of the means and method of ſalvation, which 5 
. God has provided and appointed for our real 
5 preparation to meet him. And here we can 


only juſt hint at ſeveral particulars. 


A ſight of God, by faith, as a Goc b in co- 
een as he is repreſented in the face of 5 


Jeſus Chriſt, as a Juſt God and a Saviour. 


. ſight of Chriſt, as 4 mediator, and dayſ- 
PE man, a public head and repreſentative, a ſure- 

5 Ye and redeemer. And as ſuch, Ls 
= A ſight of Chritt, as a law: Folfiller, as _ 
ing fulfilled the law! in our nature, magnified © 
5 it, and made it honorable. Bs 5 


A fight of Chriſt as a zutdes cbt "as 


N 5 waa" in the very! nature that had ſinned made : 
EY. ample ſatisfaction to divine Juſtice, paid the = 
debt which we have contracted, redeemed us ; 
ONT from the curſe of the law, made all the di- 5 . 
vine attributes gloriouſly harmonize, and pur- 
chaſed for ſinners, for poor inſolvent debtors, : 
for miſerable delinquents, pardon, freedom, : 
By peace, grace and glory. And therefore, 
A fight of Chriſt, as the ark of the eternal f 
covenant for poor ſinners to fly unto for ſafe- 
ty, when the flood of divine vengeance ſhall F 
overthrow a guilty and impenitent world; and 
wherein the teebleſt ſaint will be crernally fafe, 
—_ 0 
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though the waves of aMiction ſhould roll moun- 


tains high. | 


A =. of Chriſt as a drong bold, into 


which the righteous flee „„ 
A ſight of Chriſt as a city of refuge for the 
e eee Chriſt- crucifying ſinner to flee 
toß and eſcape from the aycnger of bien: 
& fight of Chriſt as a hiding place, as a 

covert from che ſtorm and tempeſt, as rivers | 

of water in a dry place, and as che ſhadow | 

| of, a great rock in a weary land. 
A ſight of Chriſt as a e . of 5 
e ao infinite fulneſs, freeneſs and ſuitableneſs of 

that ſalvation that there is in him—of his in- 
finite ability not only to kindle the divine life 
in the ſoul, but to keep the ſacred flame 5 
5 burning, till it arrives at Immanuel's land, 


where glory for ever reigns. _ 


I would not be underſtood to confuls the di- El 
1 vine Spirit to any certain rule i in bringing men 
from darkneſs to light, no, he acts as a Reer 
£ agent-the wind bloweth where 1t liſteth, and | | 
as it liſteth-even ſo is the Spirit All that 
mean is, that this is the moſt general method 
in a greater or leſs degree, that the divine 
Spirit takes! in preparing ſinners to meet with : 


God. But, 
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Ithly, This preparation conſifts in a hearty 
_ approbation of the means and method of ſal- 
vation which God has provided and appointed. 
I 0 one ſurrounded in the field of battle, by 
bf powerful and malignant enemies, ridings * 
means to e dhe or r eſcape muſt needs be 0 


welcome. 8 


When the benighted traveller, with dug - 
. dpi and exhauſted ſtrength, has wandered 
many a weary ſtep in midnight darkneſs, far 

from ſhelter—farther fill from home; a ſtran- = 
ger to his way, or where it terminates, ready, : ; 
ns perhaps, to ſink for want of reſt, but more 
for want of hope how welcome the fair pro- 
5 ſpect of a riſing ſun! how kind the hand that 9 
95 reſcues from deſpaiC! V 
In like manner when the poor 1 alarm- = * 
el, convinced, and trembling under the ap- 5 p 

. prehenſions of divine diſpleaſure—having prov- = 
<a (and proved ineffectually too) every other 

refuge, attentively hears and eage rly embraces . 

God's method of falvation ; "= and comi ng to 
Chriſt as his laſt ſhift, 18 made willing in this = 
the day of God's power, to be eterna Ily 3 in- 

debted to a God in Chriſt for Jordan, for 
richteouſneſs, for life and ſalvation. Bur, 


Sthly, This preparation implies, a throw- 


ing down the weapons of our rebellion, and 
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an actual cloſing with God i in theſe means and 
that method of ſalvation. 55 
. language of the ſoul that 15 bows | 
5 hitherto, is Lord what is man that thou 
bart thus mindful of him? What am I, and - 
? « what i is my Father's houſe? Why me, Lord, 
1 « Why me? Other lords have had dominion 
g 8 « over me but what have I to do any more 
1 with idols —0 Lord, truly I am thy ſer, 
1 vant, lam thy ſervant; thou haſt looſact 
1 my bonds. O Lord, thou knoweſt al! 
SE « things, thou knoweſt that I would love thee, . 5 | 
| «and that becauſe thou haſt firſt loved „ 
0 Thou art the chiefeſt amongſt ten thouſand, 
* and altogether lovely.—Whom have I in hea- 
| — 80 ven but thee, and on earth there is none 
: ” there i is nothing L would deſire in compari- 
( ſeon with thee. I now deſire to make a free-⸗ 
5 . will offering of my little all to thee; Lord, : 
N accept the poor remains of my ill ſpent life - 
; I have but two mites to preſent thee with—a 15 
| frail, dying body—and a tadly diſordered and 
| polluted foul—may theſe be accepted, ſancti- 
| fied, and ſaved in the name of the Lord "mo 
| fus, and by the Spirit of our God. And may Oy 
I not add, this preparation implies,” 
Sthly, A cordial and habitual attachment 
to God and ane, 4 
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For (che language of the heart, of the lips, 


15 i of the life of a prepared ſinner will un- 
5 ge} be) the love of Chriſt conſtraineth | 


And being bought with a price—as it is 


| s x Fray ſo it is his delightful exerciſe—his 
very meat and drink to glorify God his heaven- 
h Father. 1s he one of the happy number 
5 ho are conſtituted and called * choſen e. 
ration—a royal prieſthood, an holy nation, a 
1 peculiar people? Then he is ſenſible it is for 
this very purpoſe that he ſhould ſhew forth 
"he praiſes of him who hath called him out of 

1 darkneſs i into his marvelous light. But I haſten f 
1 conclude with! a few wards . 8 of . : 

_ cation. 1 * e . 
: And give me TER to TY every foul pre- 
3 ; i 991 2 queſtion of the utmoſt importance, of 
the laſt moment and conſequence to your pre- Y 
ſent and eternal felicity—a queſtion by no 
means foreign to the ſubject, ; but the very 
firſt that naturally ariſes from it. —Are you | 
” prepared to meet God? How ſtands the mat- = 
ter between God and your ſouls? Learn your = = 
ſtate in order to anſwer this queſtion, by con- 
ſidering that the grand deſign j in Chriſt's com- 

3 ing into the world, was that he might deſtroy 
the works of the devil—that he might dethrone 
Locus and * him of his authority 1 in the 
hearts 
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hearts of men, and thereby prepare Linners to 
meet with God; and therefore if enmity, if 
unbelief—if pride—if ſelf—if fin rule and do- 
mineer in your hearts and lives, it is an infal- 5 
ble proof that Satan's kingdom is not over- 
throw in- that the works of the devil are not de- 
ſtroyed; and Were that ea are not wht 
| pared to meet God. <3, 
Sirs, be not deceived, God 18 not kd . 
| —Whatſoever a man ſoweth that ſhall he alſo 
reap. He who is now the witneſs of your con- 
duct, and Who knows your thoughts afar off, 
5 will ſhortly be your impartial judge—Sinners, 85 
7 prepare to meet him! Poor ſtupid intoxica- 
ted ſinners—you wonder at our importunity— | 5 
becauſe vou are inſenſible of your danger. 1 
You think you are perfectly ſafe; we know 
that you are ſtag ggering upon the very verge of 
the pit of burning! you think your caſe is not 
ſo bad as we repreſent it—we know that it is 
inconceivably worſe | You think God is mer- 
ciful—we know that he 18 Juſt as well as mer- 
ciful! You think that we are miſtaken—we 
know that you ate in the moſt dangerous . 
= ror! You think it is time enough to repent 1 
| ve know that this night your foul may be 
required of you! You think you have many 
years to live in the world=we know that the - 
years 
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| years of the wicked ſhall be ſhortned ! You 
think that you will begin to think of heaven 
at a more convenient ſeaſon—we know not but 
4 chat before to-morrow you may be in hell! 


Oo ſinner, remember heaven and hell are glo- . 


_ rious and dreadful realities ! as thou valueſt 1 
thy immortal ſoul, and thy felicity | in an eter- |Þ 
mul ſtate- prepare (t prepare to meet thy God. 


1 


| A N- 


On Amos Iv. 4. 


5 GINNE wh refdre, * God: to meet, 


Thin not. thou canſt thy crimes er 5 5 
He comes with vengeance arm'd — 5 


To cruſh his foes beneath. his feet. ” 


— 4 


F 11 how: to- 1 . art 3 
If: pleafure be thy downy * 
Or worldly honours lift thy! 3 
He comes—he comes to  firike thee dead. 


The 1 raging ; fra. the . gd 
The winds are all at his command; 


Thunders and ſtorms are in his band 185 1 


; Who can before his W © tand ? 
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: IV. 


All anner! | dan ou ill delay? ? 
In chy defence, what canſt thou ay 2 
„ Or do?—in that tremendous day— SE 
285 When heaven and earth ſhall paſs Sway? | IE 


: Hei- the trumpet's renduug; ound, 
Burſts through the ſkies, and ſhakes the ground ; 
Secl-all the world's in flames around! 
Till earth, nor ſeas, nor ſkies are faund! 


3 While DM n che a 8 
From heaven the purple banner flies, 
And God, the great, the juſt—the viſe, 
Dieſcends with lightning in his eyes. 


To 


” Terror and glory, truth and. grace, 5 

Shine in the God incarnate's face; 

And lines of blood where angels trace, 
. That love he bore the human | race. 


VIII. 


AN HYMA. 


vn. 


The fan i in is meridian wile, - 
| That ſea of fire=that world of light! | 
Nor beams ſo fair nor ſhines ſo bright, 
| But turns to darkneſs i in his fight. 8 


: . l his hs ten endend tand 
id:? Of angels bright—a radiant band! 


: While goats and ſheep * on either hand, 8 
ö Are ſexer d * his — command. PE 


UE 
[-- Saints! Joyful meet hum 6 in he air! 5 
But ſinners! hear the judge declare 


. Your doom !-and fink into deſpair ! 1 e 
Oh nnen, x then e prepare. 1 ET 


* 1 XXV. 3 3 


| . + 


E » 


. y ow a - 7 - 75 5 - e : 1 — 2 £ — > Y . — on 
= 4 — . 2 —— — q : 2 — ns 7 ' 0 5 tops 4 - Soda! ee? — « 8 * : : RY * 5 E S . SF , ; © N b n — — — | — y ” * — EIT” 
.... i * I 9 gn ye 3 Rs FF TY CES * — —ů — er IVF .. ß————————————— oe Oe T 


—— — * 


FE "aL 


« 7% — 


„N 


e 


